




Noise Management at KCGMNoise Management at KCGM
Noise management has been a key focus since the early 1990’s. Where practicable, 

controls have been put in place to reduce noise emissions in residential areas.

While there are limited opportunities for further significant noise reductions, KCGM 
is committed to continuing to investigate ways to reduce noise from its operations.

ENVIRONMENTAL NOISE BUNDS
Noise bunds are a key noise control feature. They are most effective in 
reducing noise when the mining operation is at or near surface level; and are 
important for specific projects in close proximity to the bund. Realignment of 
the noise bund is currently occurring for the proposed Golden Pike Cutback.

HAUL TRUCKS
Haul trucks are the major source of noise. In 2002, trucks were 
retrofitted with quieter engines. Additional trucks have quieter
engines as a standard. KCGM also trialled a 793 “XQ” (extra quiet) 
truck. KCGM works with suppliers to identify further opportunities to 
minimise noise. Individual trucks will be routinely monitored to 
measure noise performance.

OPERATING TIMES
Restricting the operating time of noisier activities is another 
noise management measure. Drilling or rock-breaking at the 
surface are normally restricted to daytime only, when 
undertaken in locations where they may result in high 
residential noise levels.

EXPLORATION DRILLING
For drilling in close proximity to residential areas, KCGM 
designed and constructed trailer mounted acoustic screens. 
One of the key design features (other than noise control) 
was that the screen was portable and easy for the operators 
to use. The acoustic screen has become an integral part of 
our exploration drilling noise management programme.



Noise Modeling and MonitoringNoise Modeling and Monitoring
Since 1991 KCGM has been guided by Herring Storer Acoustics through its 

undertaking of extensive modeling and assessment of KCGM operations and plans. 

A Noise and Vibration Monitoring and Management Programme commenced in 1993.

MONITORING OF NOISE EMISSIONS
KCGM has two permanent noise monitoring sites: 
Kalgoorlie Technical School (KTS) and Boulder Primary 
School (BPS). 

To determine the amount of mining noise at the sites, a 
tape recorder is used. Mining noise is most noticeable 
when noise from other sources is low, so the tape is set 
to trigger between 7pm and 7am. 

The dominant noise is identified, where possible, for 
each recorded noise event. If frequent mining noise is 
recorded, KCGM interprets this as an indication of a 
potential concern for residents (even if no complaints 
are received). 

MODELING OF NOISE EMISSIONS
Modeling is used to predict noise emissions. Noise 
sources used in the modeling are based on actual 
measurements of equipment used at KCGM. 
SoundPlan software is used for modeling which 
produces a map of predicted noise level contours.

Noise levels have been measured in residential areas in 
the middle of the night (to reduce the influence of other 
noise sources such as traffic). These measurements 
are used to confirm that the noise levels predicted by 
the model are correct. 

Modeling shows how weather conditions are one of the 
main influences on noise levels from KCGM.

Mining noise triggers are investigated to determine the source and if 
identified, action taken to reduce the noise where possible.



Noise Regulations 1997Noise Regulations 1997

The Noise Regulations cover all noise passing from one premises to 
another and determining acceptable noise levels related to land use.  

Different assigned noise levels have been set for noise-sensitive (i.e. 
residential); commercial and industrial premises. 

Residential assigned noise levels vary according to the time of day 
with the lowest levels at night, higher levels during the evenings and 
the highest levels during the day. 

The assigned noise levels are generally lower than those in 1991
Ministerial Noise Standards making them difficult for KCGM to meet.

Noise Regulation 17 VariationNoise Regulation 17 Variation
The Noise Regulations recognise that there will be genuine cases where the 

assigned noise levels cannot be reasonably or practicably met, such as 
an existing industry or mine site which is very close to residences.

Monitoring indicates that noise levels from KCGM are around 11-15dB above the assigned noise 
levels at night. Even without KCGM operations (i.e. background), night time 
noise levels in the City can be up to 12dB above the assigned noise levels.

While noise reduction measures have been implemented, the proximity to the 
City and effect of weather conditions means it is not practicable for KCGM to 
further reduce noise emissions and meet the assigned noise levels.

In Feb 2007, as part of the current approvals process, KCGM applied to the 
Minister for the Environment under Regulation 17 for approval to vary the 
noise level standard for noise from existing and proposed Fimiston operations. 
The Minister has referred the variation application to the EPA.

The EPA Assessment Report for this application will be publicly released for a 2 week comment 
period on the 29 Oct 2007. If you would like a copy of this report please register your contact details. 

It is important to note that the Regulation 17 Variation does not seek to 
increase noise emissions above the current level from KCGM operations.

Environmental Protection (Noise) Regulations 1997 came into effect after KCGM 
commenced. KCGM has historically been regulated through “Noise Level 

Standards for Operations at Kalgoorlie” set by the Environment Minister in 1991.



Community ConsultationCommunity Consultation
If you are reading this you already have begun to participate in the process.

There are a number of avenues for you to provide feedback, and we 
encourage you to participate in the way you would feel most comfortable.

THE SUPER PIT SHOP
Come in and visit our public relations team. You will 
be provided with the most up to date information, 
and if our PR team can’t answer your specific 
questions, they can arrange for you to speak to the 
most appropriate KCGM people for your query.

2 Burt Street
Boulder WA 6433
Phone: 9093 3488
Fax: 9093 2488

SUPERPIT WEBSITE
The Super Pit website is a 
great information resource, 
and it is also another way to 
pass your comments back 
to KCGM. Visit us at 
www.superpit.com.au

COMMUNITY REFERENCE GROUP
You may feel more comfortable talking with 
one of our Community Reference Group 
Members, who can get in touch with KCGM 
on your behalf (anonymously if you prefer). 
Contact details of the KCGM CRG members 
are below (they’re expecting your call!).

Kathleen Bentley  - 0418 947 679 
Deborah Botica - 0423 264 016
Murray Joyce  - 9021 4262
Anne Petz - 0407 990 019
Kevin Smallhorn - 9021 2420
Tim Champion  - 9091 6726 
Max Bentley  - 0429 990 485 
Guy Brownlee  - 9021 3888
Kylie Sharp  - 0418 930 434

PUBLIC INTERACTION LINE AND EMAIL
The KCGM Public Interaction Line is available 
7 days a week, 24 hours a day. 
Your query will be responded 
to personally by a 
KCGM representative. 
Please phone 9022 1100 
or email pil@kalgold.com.au




